
with their dipiomatie status,,_a
euphemism for spying. It is no secret
that roughly 70 to 80 per cent of the
staff members of the pakistan High
Commission in Delhi are from the tSI.
Their primary tasks are espionage and
prcrrnoting subversion through contacts
with dubious elements in organisations
like ttre All-party Hurriyat Conference.
Many of these gentlemen are pretty
amateurish and get caught red_handed
at some stage or the other. When they
are caught and expelled, the ISI responds
''r,ith physicai violence against oui staff
in islautabad. This necessariiy escalates
tensions irr an already strained
relationship. Since pakistan is averse to
promoting people-to-peopie contacts ancl
trade, economic and cultural relatiotrs
with India, there is really no.justification
l-or their having a jumbo-sized Missiolr
in Neu' Delhi.

We re,lucecl thc si;e of ihu- pakistani
,\{ission in Delhi fi-om 1 l0 to 55 cluring

the events that followed the l)ecernber
l3 attack on our parliament. The time
has perhaps come io move to fuither
reduce the size of the pakistani Mission
in India to 20. Vv,hile we rvill have to
reciprocaily reduce the "qize of our
Mission in Islamabad, v/e can afford to
do so and t'unction efficientl-1,, once our
visa procedules are rationalised and
simplified. A smaller paliistarri jl.{ission
with 20 personnel wiil be seveielv
restrictecl in it-c abiiity and inciination to
indulge in espionage arid subveision. trVe
rviil also be able to redrice instances of
diplomats being expelled, and our stalT
in Islamabad will become less prone to
getting beaten up. We can consider
having larger size Missions in each other,s
Capital rvhen the two countries stafi
having ncrmal. good neighbourly ties.

"lhere is no dearth in ilelhi oi.social
cli nibers, se I f-st-.,, I ed peace acti vists and
others given to hoiciing can<1le iight vigils
at the Wagah bor.der, rvho cleem it a

great priviiege t0 be seen and
photographed with the pakistan High
Commissioner. One of our most
distinguished diplomats, KS Bajpai,
once wryly noted that any goccl
Indian lvho salv the paliistan High
Commissioner being wined and
dined in Delhi and believed in
rehirth, would ardently wish that in
his next birth he would be the
['akistan High Comrnissioner in
India!

In marked c0ntrast, innocent
Pakistanis in islamabad and elsewhere
r,vho invite the hdian High Con.rmissioner
anC lris wifb or colleagues to their homes
even for a rreal, often meet with verv
harsh treatment from the ISI. Delhi(
socialites may wish to bear the isolation
c.f or-rr diplomats in Islamabad in mincl,
i',,hen next posing for the carncras with
the Pakistan l{igh Commissioner in onr
Capital.
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the foundation totd this writer that its
goal was to work at the grassroot level
for the betterment of the rural people
and to bring about a social change in
these neglected areas.

Towards this end, the Foundation
had aiready two major agendas and they
are: provisiorr <-rf drinking rvater to the
thirsty viilagers numbering over 10,000
close to Vriddhachalam; and creating
irrigation facilities for the 1f;5 r,illagers
affected by the Neyveli Lignite
Corporation's mining operations. The
Foundation, he said, had already sent
memoranda to the Prirne Minister and
the ChiefMinister of Ta.rnilnadu for their
help in this regard.

C.S. Jayaram
Chennai

A guide for welfare schemes &
quemching thirst

A RVIND Foundarion lra: donc
.{ Lit again. Aftel launching the Tamil
ecjitiorr of thc booklet, "Gaon Chalo
Abhiyan", in October last, Aravind
Foundation has not only broughl out a

detailed handbook on the various
deveiopment schemes of the Centre but
has also initiated a move to qr-rench the
thirst of the villagers and their farr.ns.

Aravind Foundation is a non-pr.cfit rhe booklet, the first of its kind,
public trust, initiated by shri v. Aravi*d, provides an insiglrt into the schemes of
a young industrialist and social r,vorker the Union Govermnent and has cataloged
of vdddhachalam in Tamilnadu and who 293 cantral Schemes tbr the benefilof
is also a member ol the BJp's State trvomen, youth, fanners, fishennen, ex_
Executive and a speciai secretary to ihe servicemen, backward classes, etc. lt
party's state president Dr. i.l'. hasalsolistedthedetailsaboutthevarious
Kirubanidhi, had launched his bookrer, schemes including their addresses,
"Government Schemes ancl Ilor.l- piro,;es, fax etc.
goveminent Organisation', by the Kanchi

ihri Aravind elaborating the aim of
t:ebrue:ry ll*pB, p003 e BJp TODA| ts

Shankaracharya, Shri Jayendra
Saraswati Swamigai at Kancheepuram
on December 29, {2AA2) last iorr the
Dresence of Central Ministers Shri
Thirunavakarasar (BJp) ancl Shri A.I(.
Murthy (PMK) and State Mirristers
belonging to the AIADMK, Shri
Nayanar Nagendran, Shri p.C. Sampath,
and Shri Semmalai.


